Honingham Parish Council
DRAFT Minutes of the Honingham Parish Council – Annual Meeting
Wednesday 9th May 2018, 7pm at Honingham Village Hall
Present
Present
David Bishop (DB) (Chair)

✓

Linda Human (LH) (Vice Chair)

✓

Members of Public in Attendance

Absent

✓

Roger Human (RH)
Anthony Roberts (AR)

Apologies

✓
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Sally Blyth (SB)

✓

Natasha Cargill (NC)

✓

Sam Steggles (SS)

✓

Jordana Wheeler (JW) (Clerk)

✓

Apologies

Detail
Welcome and to Receive and Agree Apologies
DB welcomed the public. Apologies were received and accepted from RH.
To approve the minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting held on 2nd May 2017
The minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 2nd May 2017 were read by councillors prior to the
meeting. They were agreed by all as a true reflection of that meeting and signed by DB.
To receive reports from;
David Bishop, Chairman of Honingham Parish Council, on the Council’s year
The Chairman gave a summary of some of the key activities the Parish Council have carried out
over the last year.
• In the last year we have replaced the rotten noticeboard on Fellowes Road with a new
noticeboard.
• A number of the playground apparatus have been repaired including replacing the rotten
rocking horse.
• There was a joint effort between the Parish Council and the Village Hall Management
Committee to create the new disabled toilet as well as replacing washbasins in toilets and
repainting. The work was carried out by volunteers who did a fantastic job. A £5000
donation from old bowls club helped to pay for the work, thank you to them.
• Over the last year a number of councillors have attended many meetings. This includes
meetings about the possible Norwich Western Link and A47 meetings. The A47 meetings
are currently quiet with little activity. The latest update is the formal consultation will be
in early 2019. Highways England are still finalising the junction locations.
• We have also attended meetings about the Horsea offshore windfarm. The meetings are
interesting but are not directly affecting Honingham.
• The Greater Norwich Local Plan has begun. This is very important to Honingham with 3900
potential houses in Honingham Thorpe.
• Planning permission has been approved for the food hub, it is unlikely we will discuss this
further at Parish Council meetings.
• The new Clerk is doing a good job, we are half way through producing the policies we
require to operate as a council. This is taking a lot of time.
Jordana Wheeler, Parish Clerk to the Council, on the Council’s draft finances for 2017-18
The Clerk noted that when considering the accounts, it was important to note that the council did
not previously have such a detailed budget, therefore comparisons against budget should be
considered with this in mind. Over or under spends may not be truly representative. The Clerk
summarised the key areas of over and under spend.
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Areas of Over Spend
• Clerk’s Salary – Due to mid-year changes to the Clerk as well as training and additional
work required to ensure the Parish Council meets its obligations.
• NPTS Membership & Training – With changes to the Clerk and the introduction of new
GDPR laws and changes to the annual audit process, additional training has been
undertaken, thus increasing this expenditure.
• Donations - This was a donation to the Parish Pump and The Milestone Society which was
not previously anticipated.
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Areas of Under Spend
• Bowling Green – The original budget of £1800 was to cover both areas. Total spend is
£1219.41, £580.59 under budget. This is thanks to the hard work of volunteers in
maintaining the bowling green and changes to the electricity tariff which have reduced
costs and will continue to do so.
• Grant for Village Hall Toilet Refurbishment – The grant was no longer required to be made
following the hard work and commitment of both councillors, village hall committee and
parishioners volunteering to do the majority of the work themselves. £2500 under budget.
Overall – Total expenditure was £5879.29, with a precept of £5000.
Simon Woodbridge, Broadland District Councillor
Councillor Woodbridge was not able to attend the meeting and had not provided a report to be
presented on his behalf.
Gregory Peck, Norfolk County Councillor
Councillor Peck provided his apologies for not being able to attend. He provided a report to the
Clerk to be read out. The report summarised his activities over the last year, in relation to
Honingham. This included;
• Sitting on a Committee which is considering the Western Link, the so called ‘missing link’
between the Fakenham Road (A1067) and the A47. My objective has been and is to
minimise the impact and get the maximum benefits for the Parishes I represent in terms of
traffic reduction and disruption.
• The Parish Council and parishioners were encouraged to attend one of the many
upcoming consultation events and to submit their comments and feedback via the
website.
• Being involved for the last year in the discussions/consultation regarding the A47. This is
slightly different to the Western Link in that it is a Highways England project and Norfolk
County Council are only consultees. Cllr Peck is very conscious of the potential impact on
Honingham of both these projects and is continuing to try to reduce the impact on the
village.
• The severe winter has left our roads in a bad state with a lot more pot holes than usual.
With the high number the Highways Team are working hard to catch up, so delays may be
experienced.
Update on current village organisations
The Clerk summarised the current groups using the village hall facilities;
Fit For Life exercise class, coffee morning, Handicraft group, West Coast Swing, Table Tennis and
Hand Bell Ringing.
NC presented to the meeting an update on the village litter picking. A group of volunteers meet
on Sunday once every two months. Approximately 10 volunteers meet at the village hall at 10am
and go around the whole village, taking about an hour. They use equipment bought by the Parish
Council including bin bag hoops and hi-vis vests. About 10 bags of rubbish are collected each time.
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Some examples of unusual items found have included a fridge freezer, lots beer cans and
Macdonald’s rubbish, tyres and car seats. The church is usually the worst area. NC thanked
everyone who volunteers. If anyone wants to join in please provide your email address to NC via
the Clerk.
DB informed the meeting that the Bowls Club is now open every Thursday evening from 6.30pm.
It is open to everyone to come along and have a try at bowls and use the facilities. The open
evenings are free.
To announce the winner of the Ailwyn Cup
The nominations were;
1. George Middleton – For long service as Parish Clerk
2. Terry & Maureen Sapey – For services to the village
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Councillors had submitted their votes prior to the meeting. DB announced the winner as Terry &
Maureen Sapey and presented them with the Ailwyn Cup.
Opportunity for members of the public to discuss general parish issues
There were no items raised by the public for discussion.
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Date of next meeting, being the Annual Parish Council meeting
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10.1 Monday 14th May, 7pm in the Village Hall.
Meeting Closed at 7.30pm and was immediately followed by the annual meeting of the Village Hall Management
Committee.
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